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IV.    SECONDARY CONTAINMENT

It is prudent to use secondary containment under storage areas to catch
leaks, spills, and precipitation that becomes contaminated. These pro-
visions are required in order for the storage area to obtain an EPA
storage permit (see Appendix C). The storage area base must be im-
pervious to the waste being stored and to rainfall. The base should be
designed such that liquid from leaks or precipitation does not come in
contact with the containers or at least so that such contact is minimal.
This can be accomplished by sloping the base toward a sump or other
collecting basin or by elevating the containers above the base. The
containment should have levees, and the total capacity of the contain-
ment should be at least 10% of the total volume stored or equal to that
of the largest container, whichever is greater.

Any material collected in a secondary containment area must be iden-
tified before being removed for treatment or disposal. Sometimes this
identification is obvious, as in the case of rupture of a labeled container;
in other cases it may be necessary to perform a chemical analysis prior
to prescribing proper disposition of the material.

V.     FIRE SUPPRESSION

The fire protection required for a storage area is often dictated by
laboratory policies or by local codes and regulations. A storage area in
which flammable materials are stored should have fire emergency equip-
ment, which should include, at the least, an appropriate fire extin-
guisher, fire blankets, and breathing equipment. If large volumes of
flammable materials are stored or if the storage is near areas where
ignitable materials or structures are located, a sprinkler system is ad-
visable.

VI.     INSPECTION

An area used for storage of containers of EPA-regulated waste must be
inspected at least weekly (see Appendix C). Even if a waste storage
area does not contain EPA-regulated waste, periodic inspection is rec-
ommended. The inspection should follow a written plan and should
include general housekeeping, all containers, and safety and emergency
equipment. Containers should be inspected for leaks, corrosion, proper
closure, labels, and segregation. Safety and emergency equipment should
be inspected for general condition, expiration of reservice dates, and
actual operation if possible. Secondary containment should also be checked